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Sumerians resembled the Dravidians most in both. A
cognate culture flourished contemporaneously in the
Indus Valley and was perhaps an elder collateral. Seals
originating from that site or at least imitated from
Indian motifs have been found in one of the layers of the
Sumerian civilization and it is quite possible that some
people migrated from the original habitat through
Baluchistan and Southern Peisia. It may be pointed
out that both in Baluchistan and Southern Persia the
Dravidiaii type has been noted. In Baluchistan there
is even today a patch of population speaking Brahui,
a Dravidian dialect. The Brahuis may be the des-
cendants of the remnants of those that inarched through
that land. There is one difficulty in accepting this
view as final for in that case the Sumerian script should
have some affinity with the writing on the seals of
Mohenjo-daro and Harappa and should even give
some clue to the latter* s decipherment which has baffled
all attempts so far. Besides, it can be said that the
two scripts look so different and that the Indian writ-
ing has the appearance of a picture script, although
it may equally be argued that it is possible that the
Sumerian writing too originally may have been pic-
tographic but in course of time it developed into the
hieratic form and the exigency of the clime and the
materials of writing used changed it to the 'cuneiform"
owing to its being written with a square-ended stylus
on soft clay.
Other alternative theories suggested would make
Sumerians residents of the Caspian Coast or of Iran.
There is no doubt about the fact that their language
resembles Turkish in many incidents of construction.
T;ie problem of the origin of the Sumerians must as
a matter of fact remain undecided for the moment
for want of conclusive evidence. We cannot at this
stage again decide whether the cities of southern
Babylonia were built by the Sumerians themselves
or by their Neolithic predeces sors. We must not forget,
however, that in northern Babylonia too cities existed